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A Message From Our School Principal! 
Welcome to the summer edition of our Newsletter.  It has been a very different final term for 

everyone this year.  As we round off another year at Ballygar N.S. I would like to acknowledge 

the great work that was done in the school by all of the staff this year.  I would also like to 

thank parents for their continued support throughout the year.  

 

To each and every one of our sixth class, I would like to wish you all the very best and every 

success as you move on to Secondary school and I hope you look back on your time here with 

fond memories!  

 

Finally I would like to wish you all a very enjoyable summer break and I look forward to seeing 

you all back in school at the end of August!  

Mrs. O Connor 

Seacthain Spraoi and t-Samhraidh 

Our third term is always a special time for the children 

and the children always look forward to this term in 

particular as it usually jam packed with fun activities such 

as sports days, school tours, awards ceremonies, matches 

etc.  We wanted to make the last week of school before 

the holida ys a very special week for the children and 

wanted to ensure that they didn’t miss out on some of the 

things we usually do at this time of year.  Instead of 

academic school work, we therefore organised 

lots of fun activities for them to do at home.  

On Monday the children took a trip down 

memory lane and drew a picture of their 

favourite memory from lockdown.  On Tuesday 

the children went on a Virtual tour to San Diego 

zoo, USA and learnt lots of interesting facts about various animals 

including pandas, flamingos, tiger cubs, and ring-tailed lemurs. The baby panda seemed 

to be a firm favourite.   Wednesday saw them participate in the Ballygar Bake off while 

Thursday saw the children take part in their very own sports day. On Friday the 
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children became architects and made wonderful and very creative forts using all kinds 

of things from home.  Dermot Bannon  

Well done to all those who took part and sent us in pictures throughout the whole week.  

We had a lucky dip draw each day for those who took part.  The winners of the lucky 

dip draws are as follows: 

Monday- Memory catcher art challenge- Robbie McArdle   

Tuesday- Virtual School Tour- Saibhe Naughton 

Wednesday- Ballygar Bake off- Christopher Holmes 

Thursday- Sports Day- Jamie Mulrooney 

Friday- Dermot Bannon’s Design Challenge- Robyn Walsh 

 

We have compiled picture collages of the photographs received so that the children 

can see their friends and school mates taking part in activities.  These collages have 

been emailed to parents.   

Virtual Awards Ceremony 
 

Our Annual Awards Ceremony is always a much anticipated event in our 

school in June.  We didn’t want covid 19 to stop us acknowledging the hard 

work  and good behavior of some our pupils.  This year we therefore held a 

Virtual Awards Ceremony on Thursday (18th June).  It certainly was an 

Awards ceremony with a difference and a first for us at Ballygar NS.   
Choosing the award winners was extremely tough as there are many boys and girls in each class 

whose efforts and achievements this year deserve to be acknowledged.  Prizes were awarded 

for ‘Pupil of the Year’ and ‘Special Recognition’.  
Awards are as follows:   

Junior Infants Pupil of the year: Isaac Muldoon 

Senior Infants Pupil of the year: Katie Geraghty 

Miss Hanley`s Special Recognition Award: Ruth Kelly   

1st Class Pupil of the Year: Gianna Ward 

2nd Class Pupil of the Year: Cillian Molloy 

Mrs Watson`s Special Recognition Award: Liliana Staniak 

3rd Class Pupil of the Year: Riain Healy 

4th Class Pupil of the Year Award: Robbie McArdle 

Miss McManus`s Special Recognition Award: Nikola Michalek 

5th Class Pupil of the Year: Eoghan Conroy 

6th Class Pupil of the Year: Klaudia Ozga 

Miss Fahy`s Special Recognition Award: Serena Pyne. 

Overall Pupil of the Year: Harry Holmes. 

Well done to everyone and we are already looking forward to next year.   

 

 



Activities and Events Just before School Closure 
Just before school closed due to covid 19, we were very busy taking part in a number of events 

and initiatives.  Here is a quick recap: 

 

World Book Day 
We celebrated World Book Day on the 6th of March and 

the children outdid themselves once again! The children 

participated in a number of book related activities 

throughout the day. They gave a short presentation of 

their favorite book, had some D.E.A.R time after break 

and to finish off the day the whole school took part in a 

shared reading activity. We are looking forward to seeing 

some more amazing characters again next year!  

 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 2020 
Bhíomar ag ceilliúradh Seachtain na Gaeilge ó 9ú Márta -13ú Márta i 

mbliana.  Faraoir ní raibh seans againn críoch a chur leis an spraoi mar 

dúnadh an scoil de bharr Covid 19 ar 12ú Márta. Roimhe sin bhí na 

múinteoirí agus scoláirí ag déanamh an iarracht níos mó Gaeilge a 

labhairt timpeall na scoile. 

Bhí taispeántas deas ar an gclár mór taobh istigh don príomh doras clúdaithe le pictiúir 

agus frásaí Gaeilge chun muid a spreagadh ár dteanga dhúchais a úsáid. Bhí comórtas 

ealaíne ar an gclár freisin. Bhí ar na páistí pictiúr a tharraingt de réir treoracha a bhí 

ar leathanach. 

Bhain na páistí an taitneamh as. Fuair na buaiteoirí uibheacha Cásca mar duaiseanna. 

Bhí tráth na gceist againn freisin, bhí géar coimhlint idir na fóirne ach faoi dheireadh 

bhí an bua ag an bhfoireann ‘Mac Glas’ le Nikola Michalek, Olivia Kelly, Caoimhe Molloy, 

Daniel Holmes, Niall Dowd agus Harry Holmes.Fuair na buaiteoirí uibheacha Cásca 

freisin. Comhghairdeas gach duine. 

Bhí céilí le ceoil, craic agus damhsa eagraithe againn san ionad Mattie McDonagh ach ní 

raibh deis againn an seó a chur ar siúl, b’fhéidir go mbeidh seans againn amach anseo le 

cúnamh Dé. 
 

We celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge (Irish Language week) from 9th- 13th March this 

year.  Unfortunately, we did not get to finish all of the activities which were planned 

because the school closed due to Covid 19 on 12th March.  Before the closure, the 

teachers and pupils were making a massive effort to speak more Irish around the 

school.   

There was a lovely big display for Seachtain na Gaeilge on the board just inside the 

main door which was covered with pictures and Irish phrases to encourage us to use 

our native language.  There was an art competition on the board as well.  There were a 



number of instructions written on the board and the children had to draw a picture 

based on these.  The children really enjoyed it.  The winners won Easter eggs. 

We had a quiz aswell, it was very close between the teams, but in the end the winning 

team was ‘Mac Glas’ which comprised of Nikola Michalek, Olivia Kelly, Caoimhe Molloy, 

Daniel Holmes, Niall Dowd and Harry Holmes.  The winners won easter eggs.  

Congratulations everyone.  We had planned to have a céilí with music, fun and dancing in 

the Mattie McDonagh on Friday 13th March, however unfortunately we didn’t get the 

chance to hold this due to Covid 19 school closure.  Hopefully we will get the chance to 

hold it in the future. 

 

Visit to Ethiopia –Guest Speaker 
In February we were privileged to have Peter Daly shared 

so much from his travels to Ethiopia. Peter gave the 

pupils from 3rd-6th class a very insightful presentation. 

They were humbled to witness the poverty and conditions 

that many children are living and going to school in today. 

They learned that the little things in life make all the 

difference to these children. They learned that a little 

help can go such a long way and make a huge difference to 

their lives. This truly was an educational experience for 

teachers and pupils alike. Thank you to Peter and to all 

involved in the Building for Children Ethiopia Project. 

 

  Samba Drumming Workshop 
Going out with a bang! On the 19th of February just before our midterm break the 

school took part in a drumming workshop with Kieran Gallagher from Kada Ka Boom. 

Each class got an hour long workshop with Kieran. The children learned all about the 

history of samba music and it’s Afro/ Brazilian origins. They learned a selection of 

rhythms and got to play all the instruments including the Surdo, Repinique, Agogo, 

Tamborin, calxa and Cuica. We all had such a fantastic day. A Big thanks to our parents 

association who kindly funded the event.   

 

 



Stay healthy, stay cool, be a happy active school:  

We kicked off January with some healthy habits! The school took part in the run 

around Europe challenge again this year. Every day each class ran around our tennis 

court; this was equivalent to one mile. We got so fit and felt fantastic throughout the 

month that we continued to keep up the running every day. We also kept up with the 10 

@ 10 challenge!  

 

 

 

A Visit to Our Local Garda Station! 

Our Junior and Senior Infants had a day to remember 

in our local Garda station. A big thank you to Garda Pat 

Regan for kitting out a wonderful museum! They got to 

see lots of memorabilia from days gone by; walkie 

talkies, old phones, emergency lights, uniforms, radios 

and an old official Garda bicycle : ) A big thanks also to 

our amazing photographer on the day Peter Daly! 

 

 

Past Pupils 

Past pupils Rachel McConn 

and James Conneally, 

returned to do some work 

experience with us in 

February. TY students from 

Coláiste Mhuire, they rolled 

up their sleeves and were a 

credit to their parents and 

school. A highlight was the 

Q&A session with our 6th 

class pupils where everything 

to do with the move to 

secondary school, especially 

lockers, timetables, and 

homework was discussed . 

Both Rachel and James said 

they'd keep an eye out for 

the new first years from 

Ballygar NS in September.   



Communion and Confirmation Blessing 
Due to the fact that Confirmation and First Holy Communion could not be held this 

year a special Blessing  was organized for the First Holy Communion and Confirmation 

children from Ballygar National School on Sunday May 31st. 

The blessing was given by Fr Michael at Ballygar church. The 6th class teacher Miss 

Fahy and 2nd class teacher Mrs Watson gave a special message to 

the Communion and Confirmation children on the zoom Mass earlier 

in the day. 

Thanks to the 5th and 6th class children who did beautiful art work 

for the school windows to celebrate the day. 

Thanks also to Fr Louis and Fr Michael and all the organizers for 

organizing the Blessing.     

Teachers For School Year 

2018/19 
Here is a quick summary of the staffing 

allocation for school year 2020/21 

Infant teacher- Ms. Hanley          

 1st/2nd class teacher- Mrs. Watson (Deputy 

Principal) 

3rd/4th Class teacher- Ms. McManus 

5th/6th class teacher- Mrs. O 

Connor (Principal) 

Special Education Teacher- 

Ms. Mannion 

Special Education Teacher- Ms. King 

Special Education Teacher- Mrs. Rohan 

Parents Association 

Fundraiser 
The Parents Association held a very 

successful fundraiser in aid of the school 

in the Mattie McDonagh Center on 

Sunday February 16th. The fundraiser 

was called Family Music Bingo and was a 

fun filled occasion for adults and 

children alike.  There were lots of spot 

prizes won during the afternoon and 

tea/coffee and various refreshments 

were available on the day.  Thanks to all 

the parents who gave the spot prizes, 

baked cakes and buns and all who helped 

out to make this such an enjoyable 

afternoon. Sincere thanks to all families, 

extended families and others who 

supported the fundraiser. 

Special thanks to our wonderful Parents 

Association for organizing this 

fundraiser and for their help and support 

throughout the year.  

Class of 2020 
The lifting of restrictions meant that we were able to have an outdoor Graduation for 

our 6th class pupils on Monday 29th June.  We were delighted to be able to bring our 6th 

class pupils back to our school for last time as pupils of Ballygar N.S.  The ceremony 

was held in our tennis court and began with a prayer service.  A special thank you to Fr. 

Breslin for being with us and leading this service.  This was followed by a video and 

photograph presentation which comprised of video messages from pupils, staff, 



community members and also a few surprise celebrity appearances.  Finally the children 

were presented with a graduation certificate and some delicious personalized cupcakes 

and treats.  Thankfully the rain held off and a lovely evening was had by all!  Thank you 

to everyone who sent in a video message for our 6th class pupils.  It will be a lovely 

memento for them to have for years to come. 
 

All the staff of Ballygar N.S. would like to take this opportunity to wish all the 6th 

class boys and girls all the best for the future.  They will be missed greatly! 

 
 
 

School Notices! 
School Calendar 

Ballygar N.S. will reopen on Friday 28th  August for the coming school year.  Next years school 

calendar has been emailed to you.  A copy of the calendar can also be found on our school 

website under the news section. 

 

Booklists 

Your child’s booklist has been emailed to you.  A copy of all booklists will also be available to be 

downloaded from our school website.   

We are conscious of keeping back to school costs down for parents.  We have reduced the cost 

of our school rental books and fees for the coming year.  We have also included an online 

subscription of Mathletics (an online maths programme) at no extra charge for parents. 

  

Roadmap for returning to School 



Currently we are awaiting further guidelines from the Department of Education with 

regard to reopening in September.  Once we receive these guidelines, our Board of 

Management will be working hard to ensure that all necessary protocols are in place for 

September.  I will be in contact with you again during the summer months to provide 

you with more information in relation to this.   

 

Text a parent App 

In order to help us increase effective communication and reduce the cost of sending 

messages to parents we are requesting that you download the TextaParent App.  If 

you have not done so already, please download the app  

https://app.textaparent.ie/get/app 

 

Tips for Parents: 

Tips for parents on how you can improve and support your child’s learning are available 

on helpmykidslearn.ie 

 

Facebook and school website 

Don’t forget to follow us and like our school facebook page ‘Ballygar N.S.’ 

to keep up to date with school events and news as they happen.  You can 

also check out our fantastic website www.ballygarns.ie to keep up to date. 

 

All the staff of Ballygar N.S. are very proud of all our students for their fantastic 

success and achievements this year.  We would like to wish all our students a safe 

and happy summer and we look forward to welcoming you back to school at the end 

of August. 
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