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A Message from Our Acting Principal!  
Welcome to the Christmas 2021 edition of our newsletter. Firstly, I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and co-operation in adhering to the 

updated Covid-19 protocols and procedures put in place to safeguard our school. On behalf of 

the staff, we appreciate the challenges faced by parents and in particular the children 

themselves. We acknowledge the ongoing sacrifices the children are making and I want to take 

this opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude for all they have done and continue to do! 

They truly are a remarkable and an exceptional group of boys and girls.  

 

Finally, I personally wish to thank all the staff and members of the 

community for their ongoing support for the school. May I also wish 

the pupils and parents of Ballygar NS a peaceful, safe and very happy 

Christmas.  

Helene Hanley 

Ballygar National School wins first prize in 3M Smart 

Earth Challenge competition. 

 

Science-based technology company, 3M has awarded Ballygar National School €575 in prize 

money as the winners of the 3M Smart Earth Challenge poster competition. Our 5th class pupils 

Alex Doyle, Dominik Misiak, Saibhe Naughton and Simone Carty designed the winning entry, a 

pedal powered iPad and heated seat. The winning idea involves a desk and chair with pedals 

connected to a generator. Pedal power is converted into energy, with a socket to plug in and 

charge electronic devices and a switch to heat the seat.  The judges were impressed by how 

creative and practical the invention was and how it could be implemented combining wellbeing 

elements with renewable energy generation to reduce the school’s carbon footprint.  The 

judges were impressed will all the entries received by our school. All pupils from 3rd - 6th class 

http://www.ballygarns.ie/


worked extremely hard to come up with many imaginative and innovative ideas to enhance 

sustainability within our school. We are very proud of all the pupils and the entries we put forth 

from our school. Each pupil was presented with some positive feedback and a certificate at a 

virtual presentation on the 5th November. A special word of thanks to one of our parents Enda 

Holmes who put our school forward for the competition. Well done to all involved! A fantastic 

achievement for our school. We will keep you all informed on how we use this prize money to 

create a more sustainable future for all the pupils here at Ballygar NS.  

Science Week 7th-14th November 

What an exciting science week had by all this year. The school 

signed up to The Galway Science and Technology Festival. We 

participated in a series of eleven experiments and video tutorials 

by Jane McLoughlin. The school participated in a variety of exciting 

experiments from rockets to colour spinners, from mixing colours to marbles. We also learned 

lots about acids and alkaline, heat and gravity. We all got involved in some virtual workshops and 

3rd & 4th class took part in the Big Science quiz. This was a 

fantastic initiative put together by Galway Science and we were 

delighted to be part of it! 

On Friday the 12th of November we had some very special visitors 

to our school. Our transition year students gave us a taster of 

some very exciting experiments. Every pupil from 3rd - 6th class 

conducted a number of experiments. There are some teachers in 

the making! They learned about circuits, materials and even got 

to make some fireworks in a jar, some fizzy explosions and a lava 

lamp. We thoroughly enjoyed the day! A big thank you to Mr. 

Delaney and Coláiste Mhuire Ballygar for organising this fantastic 

event. We are already looking forward to next year! Check out 

some of our Science Week pictures here.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cW1iaRrsKeBye6J3oKflPm2OvrnfTwBf?usp=sharing


Young Engineers projects. 
 

3rd and 4th class have been working hard all term 

on their Young Engineers projects. They have 

become engineers designing, planning, drawing 

and building a prototype of their ideas. They 

even presented their project and answered lots 

of questions about their designs. The projects 

include a solar powered train to bring children 

to and from school without using fossil fuels, 

solar powered lights, a playground shelter to 

cover the playground when it rains and a Covid 

Beeper to detect Covid in schools. Well done to 

each group on their fantastic ideas.  

New iPad from 

Comer Family 

Variety- the Children’s Charity of Ireland 

presented the school with an upcycled iPad 

which was kindly donated and paid-for by 

Galway businessmen, Luke, Brian and Billy 

Comer of Comer Group International.  As 

proud natives of Glenamaddy the Comers see 

both educational and environmental benefits 

in supplying upcycled iPads to all national 

schools across the county of Galway. We are 

so grateful to receive this very generous 

donation!   

Spreading some Festive 

Cheer!  
Well done to 

all our 5th and 

6th class pupils 

who helped 

decorate our 

school this 

Christmas! 

They did a 

fantastic job of painting some beautiful 

nativity scenes on our windows and made light 

work of putting up our Christmas tree and 

decorations!  

 

 

Christmas Shoebox 

appeal 

A massive thank you to all the 

pupils and families that donated to our Team 

Hope Christmas Shoebox appeal this year. 

We were blown away by your kindness and 

generosity and the school was delighted to 

present over 50 boxes to Margo McHugh 

and sister who collected and helped 

transport our boxes for Team Hope this 

year. We would also like to give a special 

mention to our local pre-school who carried 

their boxes to Ballygar NS for collection. 

Well done to all the boys and girls involved! 

Click here to see our Christmas shoebox 

pictures Christmas Shoebox appeal 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rGEGSrZH4Z7ArKX_cKLXC7F9w_do847Z?usp=sharing


BLAST in Education 

Initiative 
The Department of Education has developed a 

new initiative which will enable up to 400 new 

Arts-in-Education Residencies in schools each 

year. The aim of this scheme is to give pupils in 

schools all over the country the opportunity to 

work with a professional artist on unique projects 

to be originated and planned between the artist, 

the teacher and the school under the co-

ordination of our local education centre 

(Athlone). This initiative supports children and 

young people for the future, where skills like the 

ability to connect and collaborate with others, 

engage in creative and critical thinking and 

practice inclusivity at every level will be 

paramount to peace, stability, sustainable 

economic growth and equality. We are delighted 

to have the opportunity to engage in such a 

fantastic programme and we are very grateful 

that our school’s application was successful. We 

look forward to working with our assigned artist 

and are eager to get started on our artistic 

project entitled ‘New Beginning’. A special 

mention to one of our parents Ms. Michelle 

Geraghty who helped guide and support us in our 

application.  

Doing our Bit! 

Self Help 

Africa have 

teamed up with 

the INTO and 

many schools 

around Ireland to help create a global 

partnership in the fight against climate 

change! The school signed up to the Help Us 

Plant One Million Trees Campaign. Each 

classroom got to plant their own native tree 

but more importantly Self Help Africa 

planted 10 more trees for every tree that 

Ballygar NS planted. That’s a total of 40 

trees in Africa. We also got to watch some 

videos and learn about the impact that 

climate change is having on the world and 

ways in which we can do our bit to help. Well 

done everyone on playing your part to help 

combat climate change 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hour Of Coding 
 

The Hour of Code takes place every year 

during Computer Science Education Week. 

Once again our 3rd - 6th class pupils took part. 

The Hour of Code is a one-hour introduction 

to computer science, designed to demystify 

code and show that anybody can learn the 

basics. Coding helps nurture problem solving 

skills, logic and creativity. The pupils wrote 

their own code using coding blocks to solve 

problems. They are all looking forward to 

using these skills in the future.  

Christmas Quiz 

Our 5th and 6th class pupils took part in the 

‘Big Christmas Quiz’. The quize was 

organised by the pupils themselves with our 

very own class president Christopher Holmes 

playing tough quizmaster. They had a 

fantastic evening and there was lots of 

prizes to be won on the day. What proved to 

be a very tight scoreline Hanna, Paterick, 

Bartosz and Robbie just pipped to the post 

claming victory on the day. Well done to all 

involved and a special thank you to our class 

president Daniel who organising treats for 

everyone on the day!

  

On the 11th of January our school is staging a course in cycling safety 

training run by Richard Clarke & Leroy Kulczynski (National Cycle 

Right Coaches) on behalf of the Cycling Ireland. This course is only 

available for our senior classes for now (3rd - 6th).  The course is 

aligned to CYCLE RIGHT, the National Standard for Cycle Safety 

Training in Ireland, and is delivered by qualified trainers from the 

national register. The course will consist of 4 sessions with the 

pupils. Topics covered will include: safe equipment; rules of the road; starting and stopping; 

road positioning; shoulder checking; turning left and right; overtaking and traffic manoeuvres, 

and, where appropriate to the group, on-road training.The emphasis of the course is on safety 

through control of the bike and awareness of surroundings. At the end of the course, each 

child will receive a certificate of participation.  

   

Unfortunately, once again this year we are unable to have our traditional enrolment evening for 

our incoming infants and parents (for September 2022) in January.   



Instead we will send out a Virtual Tour round our school.  This video can be seen here.  We 

would kindly ask that you would pass it on to any family with school going children that may be 

living in the area.  
 

As per the new Admissions Act, we will be publishing our Admissions 

Notice on the 10th of January. This Admissions Notice sets out the 

dates and deadlines for enrolment.  We will be accepting applications 

for enrolment for September 2022 between Monday 31st January and 

Friday 25th March. Enrolment forms can be downloaded from our school 

website (under parents, and enrolment) or alternatively we will be 

happy to post out enrolment forms to any family that may require one.   
 

Please pass on the message to friends, neighbours, and family members 

who are looking to enrol their child in our school for next September.  

Christmas festive 

performances. 

Our annual carol service and nativity play went 

live on Tuesday 21st December @ 7pm. We hope 

that you enjoyed the performance and got a 

chance to witness the abundence of talent 

among our puils.  

Junior and Senior Infants gave an amazing 

performance of ‘A Christmas Toy Story’. 5th 

and 6th class gave us all a wonderful rendition 

of the nativity story. All our pupils did a beautiful job of singing carols, saying prayers, poems 

and songs. Saibhe Naughton accomponied our 3rd and 4th class pupils singing O’ Come All Ye 

Faithful so elegently on the harp. Each and every pupils in our school working extreamly hard to 

mark this special occasion in our school calander.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the pupils and staff for their dedication, commitment 

and patience over the last few weeks. I also want to give a special mention to our local school 

Mount Talbot who kindly shared their beautiful backdrop with us. Lots of work went into this 

beautiful scean and we are very greatfuly for 

their support. 

Last but not least, the children worked 

extremely hard learning lines, songs, poems, 

prayers and hymns. We are very proud of them 

and I’m sure you will all agree that they gave an 

outstanding performance in challanging 

circumstances. If you haven’t already done so 

please check out the link on our YouTube 

channel here  

Christmas Performance  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-X_cFZt07jc


School Notices! 
 

 

Covid-19: 

You can keep up to date with all the latest guidelines and publications to 

for schools on our school website. Go to Covid 19 support and keep 

informed on ways in which you can help protect our school community. A 

special word of appreciation to all the parents and pupils who have continued to comply with all 

that has been asked of them. Thank you for your ongoing cooperation and support.  

 

Important Dates: 

 February midterm - closed February 24th and 25th  

 

Child Safeguarding 

The children protection Designation Liaison person is Ms. Helene Hanley 

The Deputy Designated Liaison Person is Ms. McManus 
 

 

School Website, Facebook and Twitter!  

Don’t forget to check out our fantastic website for updates on school events, 

pictures and news at www.ballygarns.ie.   

 

You can also follow us on Facebook and twitter for all the latest news at 

https://www.facebook.com/ballygarns  

www.twitter.com/BallygarNS .   

 

https://www.facebook.com/ballygarns
http://www.twitter.com/BallygarNS

